
 

   

Everywhere We Go 
ACTS 8:1-40 
5/23/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 8:1-40. 

• Read Acts 6:8-7:60 or listen to “Martyrs” in the message archive.   

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. 

• Research the rift between the Jewish people and the Samaritans. How does this rift impact 
your understanding of Acts 1:8 and the Acts 8 ministry of Phillip, Peter, and John among these 

people? 

LEAD  
• Promote the weekly Wednesday Evening Bible Study for Fulfill the Calling. 

• Customize your study for your group and plan discussion time accordingly.  

• Connect last week’s study on service to this week’s study on sharing the gospel. When we 

make Jesus known to an unsaved person, we are meeting the greatest spiritual need that 
person will ever have.  

LISTEN  
• Listen for questions or responses that could be clues that you are inadvertently promoting 

evangelism as the responsibility for church leaders or lay leaders. As you progress through the 

lesson make it clear that the Spirit empowers and equips ALL believers to be witnesses for 
Jesus. 

LOVE  
• Connect with your spiritual mentor to be held accountable for effectively discipling your 

group. 

• Pray for your group members to be zealous in their evangelistic efforts and to look to the 
Spirit for wisdom, boldness, and power.

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
https://firstnorfolk.online.church/
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Everywhere We Go 
ACTS 8:1-40 
5/23/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling as we proclaim the gospel everywhere we go. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

If you choose one place to go on vacation, where would you go and why? Where is 
somewhere you would avoid at all costs? 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His disciples to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The first two areas were easy and comfortable 

for them. The mostly Jewish Christians felt comfortable in these Jewish areas, but the mission of 
God also included people who weren’t like them. One of the unexpected benefits of the 
persecution the church faced in Jerusalem was that it forced believers to flee to other areas, 
proclaiming the gospel as they went. Persecution was the catalyst for the church to fulfill her 

calling to make Jesus known to the world.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:1-8 

• Read Acts 1:8. What is the connection between Jesus’ command and the events of Acts 8:1-
4? What can we learn from those believers’ response to persecution?   

• Why were the Samaritans attentive to Philip? How did his acts validate his ministry? Does the 

modern church need to have her ministry validated? Explain. 

• According to verse 8, what was the result of Philip’s faithfulness? Should we expect to see 

similar results from our faithful ministry efforts? Why or why not?       

 

 

 

Do you think it would be easier for you to share the gospel if you 
could cast out demons or heal the sick? Explain your answer. Why 
did Jesus command believers to be His witnesses even without the 
Spirit-powered ability to perform such signs?  
  

 
DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:9-25 

• What would you say was Simon’s motive in practicing sorcery? What was his motive for 
joining the church? How are they similar? Different? What did Simon learn from his 

interaction with Peter and John? What did you learn?  

• Why was it important, especially at this early point in the church’s history, for the apostles to 
evaluate God’s work in a new place? What does that teach us about the missional work of 

the church today? 

• What does this passage teach about the necessity of the Holy Spirit in regard to salvation? 
Why might God have withheld His Spirit from these new believers for a short time prior to 

this instance? 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 8:26-40 

• What do we learn about the Ethiopian official? How did Philip take advantage of this 

special situation?    

• Is there any way to know if the Ethiopian official responded to the gospel with repentance 

and belief?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Identify a difficult area for you to share the gospel. It might be family, friends, co-
workers, or others in your social circle. How can we as a group help each other minister 
in these places that are outside our comfort zone? How can we pray for each other, 
encourage each other, or even organize activities that foster gospel conversations?   

Can a person say they believe, be baptized, and follow the teachings 
of the church and not be saved? If so, how can that happen? Is there 
any way to know that a person who professes Christ is not saved?  

DISCUSS 

What might have happened if Philip was unprepared to talk about 
Scripture or was unfamiliar with the Isaiah prophecy? What does 
this tell us about the connection between personal discipleship and 
personal evangelism? Does this mean new believers are prohibited 
from sharing their faith? Explain. 

 
DISCUSS 
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PRAYER 
Ask God to instill in us the kind of zeal and vitality we see in these early Christians here in Acts. 
Ask Him to give us both the burden for evangelism and the blessing of seeing others come to 
Christ through our Spirit-empowered efforts.  

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 8:1-40 

8:1 The facts that the apostles were not the focus of the persecution and that it came about after 
Stephen’s death suggest that the persecution focused primarily on Hellenistic Jewish Christians, 
although the entire church was affected. 

8:3 Paul, or Saul, seems to have become lead persecutor. His reputation as a destructive force in 
Jerusalem (ravaging the church), and possibly elsewhere, seems to have preceded him to 
Damascus (9:13). 

8:5 Among those who scattered with the heightened persecution was Philip, who went to a city in 

Samaria. This territory near Judea was made up of those who had not left under the Assyrian 
exile and had intermarried with non-Jews. Jews generally looked down on Samaria; ministry here 
was a significant step for the church, for it indicated that old biases had no place in Christianity. 

8:6-7 The signs that accompanied Philip’s message about Jesus, including the casting out of 
unclean spirits and the healing of many who were paralyzed and lame, ensured that the audience 
paid attention with one mind. God was vouching for Philip’s preaching. 

8:9 This Simon the magician (Simon Magus), who practiced sorcery in Samaria, was well-known in 

post-apostolic Christianity as a heretic and proto-Gnostic. 

8:10 The term “Great Power of God” reflects pagan language. 

8:13 Even Simon was one of those who believed the good news presented by Philip. The 
authenticity of his belief is doubtful. He seems to have been fixated on the signs and miracles that 

accompanied Philip’s preaching, not the person of Jesus Christ. 

8:17 Early converts received the Holy Spirit at the laying on of hands by apostles or evangelists. 
Some suggest that this was God’s plan to ensure that new believers received trustworthy 
instruction and got connected to God’s chosen apostolic leaders. 

8:18-19 Here we see Simon’s true heart. He was used to impressing the crowds with magic; now 
he wanted to impress them with his ability to impart the Holy Spirit. 

8:20-22 By saying that Simon had no part or share in this matter, Peter confirmed that Simon had 
not truly converted to Christianity. His heart (meaning his will, affections, allegiance) was still not 

right before God. 

8:25 After several episodes in Samaria, Peter, Philip, and any other apostles traveling with them 
returned to Jerusalem. They evangelized many villages of the Samaritans along the way, tearing 

down ethnic barriers with the global gospel of Jesus Christ. 

8:26-40 An angel directed Philip to go to the road that led from Jerusalem to Gaza (v. 26). 
Philip obeyed and encountered an Ethiopian eunuch returning home from worshiping in Jerusalem 
(vv. 27-28). Philip seized the opportunity to proclaim the good news about salvation in Jesus (vv. 
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29-35). The eunuch responded positively, and Philip baptized him (vv. 36-38). The Spirit took 
Philip away, but the eunuch continued his journey home, elated at finding Christ (v. 39). Philip 

preached in the coastal cities of the Mediterranean Sea on the way to Caesarea (v. 40). 

8:29 An angel instructed Philip to leave Samaria and travel south to the road that led to Gaza 
[GAH zuh] on the route to Egypt. There God would provide him a special situation. Philip 
immediately obeyed, and on the road to Gaza he met an Ethiopian [ee thih OH pih uhn] eunuch 

[YOO nuhk], the treasurer of Candace [KAN duh see], queen of Ethiopia (see v. 27). Ethiopia was 
an area south of Egypt. The eunuch was returning home after worshiping in Jerusalem. The term 
“eunuch” could refer to a man who had been castrated or could mean “treasurer.” He was a 
God-fearer, a worshiper of the one true God; but if he had been deprived of his manhood, then 

his physical condition prevented him from converting to Judaism. He may have been attracted to 
Judaism’s moral and ethical teachings. In his chariot he was reading from a large scroll, from a 
portion of the prophet Isaiah. 

This eunuch was a high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians and was in charge of her 

entire treasury. Candace is the hereditary title for all the queens of Ethiopia. The eunuch was 
sitting in his chariot, perhaps an ox-drawn wagon. 

8:30-31 Philip’s question and the Ethiopian’s response imply that the OT passage the eunuch was 

reading (Isa 53:7- 8) required interpretation in light of what God had done in Jesus of Nazareth. 
The eunuch’s response to Philip’s question was suggestive: “How can I . . . unless someone guides 
me?” This question underscores a prominent theme in Luke-Acts: the need for Christian interpreters 
of Old Testament prophetic texts. Jesus had done this for the apostles (see Luke 24:44-45); in 

turn, they had interpreted Old Testament texts for the Jews in Jerusalem. 

8:32-34 The Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53:7-8, apparently from the Greek text. It is likely that 
he was reading the entire Suffering Servant section of Isaiah (52:13-53:12). The eunuch’s 
question, “who is the prophet saying this about,” allowed Philip to explain Jesus as the subject of 

the passage. It is Jesus, not Isaiah, who suffered for the sins of humanity (Isa 53:6). From the 
earliest days of the church, the Suffering Servant section has been seen as an ideal starting place 
for explaining the gospel. 

8:35 Philip’s words were good news to the eunuch, for he was included in the gospel and had 

access to God’s grace in Christ. Although he could not be accepted as a Jewish convert, he would 
be accepted by God if he placed his faith in Christ. After Philip explained Isaiah 53:7-8, he 
moved to other passages that pointed to Jesus, probably using such texts as Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-5; 

42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-11; and 52:13–53:12. 

8:38-40 The Ethiopian requested and was granted baptism just as soon as he believed. That they 
went into the water and then came up out of the water apparently indicates baptism by 
immersion. A miracle is indicated by carried Philip away, for the eunuch came “up out of the 

water” and found himself alone. The Holy Spirit had taken Philip to his next appointment, a place 
called Azotus. 

 


